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Dear MOHAI Community,

I am honored to share this report highlighting MOHALI’s services to the community in 2022.

As Seattle rebounded from the pandemic, 2022 proved to be one of the strongest years in MOHAI
history, setting summertime attendance records, the return of on-site school groups, expanded

community partnerships and a series of high-profile exhibits and special programs.

The museum returned to its seven-days-a-week schedule in 2022 and nearly half of museum
attendees enjoyed the museum free of charge or at a discounted rate—including free admission for
; o i ) all visitors under age 15 and free or discounted admission for students, seniors, military, veterans,
it : ; e oo 4 i : : G ; and those without the ability to pay. Through digital and in-person programs, MOHAI reached more
! than 120,000 people.
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MOHAI’s exhibits included Northwest and West Coast premieres on topics that ranged from the

Renaissance to the digital age; from Leonardo Da Vinci to Ansel Adams. Our special programs
included partnerships to honor Juneteenth with Delbert Richardson’s The Unspoken Truths;

a special lecture live from the studio of photographic legend Ansel Adams; and an Innovation
Exchange that looked at the challenges of global climate change featuring former Secretary of the

Interior Sally Jewell. Read more details in this report.

I am proud of what MOHAI accomplished in 2022 and honored to be working with our dedicated
Trustees, Foundation Board, staff and community partners across the region. | am especially
appreciative of our devoted members and generous donors whose steady support make MOHAI’s

work possible. Thank you all!

Leonard Garfield
MOHAI Executive Director







SPECIAL EXHIBIT

Ansel Adams
Masterworks
and Perspectives
on Place

In the summer of 2022, MOHAI presented a major exhibit of the powerful

photographs of Ansel Adams, one of America’s most revered photographers,
who profoundly influenced the course of 20th century photography through
his lavish and technically precise images, as well as by his devotion to advancing
photography as an art form and his commitment to the preservation of the
American landscape. This exhibit featured fifty images photographed, printed,
and selected by Adams himself before his death—images that he judged

to be the best representation of his career. Called “The Museum Set,” the
featured photographs revealed the importance Adams placed on the power of

photography to convey the beauty, majesty, and fragility of the natural world.

MOHAI paired the Adams exhibit with Perspectives on Place, a community-
curated exhibit drawing on the photographic collections of MOHAI and the Black
Heritage Society. Community curators Ella Guo, Rachel Heaton, and Jourdan
Imani Keith brought their insights as community activists and leaders to present
historic images that challenged assumptions of untouched nature, explored
cultural representation, and magnified the ever-changing relationship between

the people of Puget Sound and the region’s landscape.

Left: Ansel Adams, The Tetons and the Snake River, Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming, 1942.
© The Ansel Adams Publishing Rights Trust.

This page: Double exposure of Izzy Smith, 1970, MOHAI, Al Smith Collection.



SPECIAL EXHIBIT

Artificial
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about o In the Fall of 2022, MOHAI presented the West Coast premiere

of Artificial Intelligence: Your Mind & The Machine, the first-ever

P A AD traveling exhibit in the United States to focus on the evolution and
potential of artificial intelligence, exploring the nature of Al, both its
history and future. The exhibit presented the underlying principles
of Al, from machine learning to voice recognition, and allowed
visitors to experience an up-close look at “thinking machines” and
investigate how Al is shaping our world and changing how we live.
The show had particular resonance in our Puget Sound community,

a historic and global hub for Al development.




A Public
Commons

MOHAI’s 2022 public programming included a community

celebration of Juneteenth showcasing the work of historian

Delbert Richardson; a retrospective of mountaineering legend :‘i
Jim Whitaker; conversations about the history of the Central \
District; a community celebration of Jimi Hendrix’s 80th birthday,
complete with a display of his showstopping original performance
costumes; and much more. The monthly History Café program

was back in-person as well as online, welcoming audiences
free-of-charge to learn from our region’s established and emerging

historians—co-presented with HistoryLink.org.

MOHAI’s education programs returned to in-person learning

as well, along with the continuation of a growing array of online
resources for teachers, parents, and students. The Museum’s
Portable Museum trunks were deployed to classrooms around

Puget Sound.

In addition, MOHAI continued to participate in accessibility
programs like TeenTix, Museums for All and Seattle and King
County Public Library museum pass programs. MOHAI also offered
free transportation and scholarship support to students and
teachers from classrooms around Puget Sound. MOHAI made all
of its digital programs fully accessible and free of charge online,

available remotely at any time and to any Wi-Fi-enabled location.
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Collections

One of MOHAI’'s most important roles is serving as steward of Seattle’s
past. The care and preservation of our growing collection of objects,
including 100,000 artifacts and 4 million images and archival materials
housed at the McQuaid MOHAI Resource Center, is a major undertaking.

In 2022, MOHAI’s collections were featured in two exciting projects.
Perspectives on Place: Photographs From Here featured photographs
from the MOHAI collection that explored human and cultural
relationships with nature. And MOHALI’s inaugural Curator Fellow
Brittany Frantece researched and analyzed photographs in MOHAI’s Al
Smith Collection to explore Black world building during the mid-20th

century in the Pacific Northwest.

The collection continued to grow and MOHAI accessioned
approximately 120 objects and 14 multi-faceted archival collections in
2022 including political ephemera, photos, artwork, sports artifacts,
clothing, materials from major local events, and much more. One special
acquisition came from Jim Whittaker, who was the first American to
summit Mt. Everest in 1963. MOHAI received the ice axe, camera, and
other items that he carried to the summit. These objects and many
others are featured in MOHAI’s online collection, which continues to

grow, adding 450 new records and updating 100 more in 2022 alone.

120

New objects of
historical significance

19

Historically significant
object records added to
the online collection

331

Photographs, ephemera,
and oral histories added to
the online collection

Model at “La Clique Club” fashion show, Seattle, circa 1960 MOHAI, Al Smith Collection, (2014.49.07.047.07)



2022 Income
Statement

REVENUE
$6.130 M

EXPENSES
$6.130 M

B Facilities/IT (Museum and B Investment Distributions 30%
Resource Center) 22% .
Contributed Support 29%
Exhibits and Collection Care 18%
B Earned Income 25%
B Administration (Finance, HR,
Executive) 15% B Releases to Programs 9%
B Visitor's Services, Events, B Covid Relief-Related Grants 7%
Store and Café 13%

=2 , . B Printing, Marketing,
: - Communications 1%

B Education and Public Programs 10%

B Membership and Advancement 10%




With Gratitude

MOHAI recognizes the people who gave generously to support exhibits,

programs, and educational activities in 2022. Thank youl!
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