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The following calendar is a suggested plan to help you maximize your time with the Portable Museum. The 
lesson plans provided build on each other to help you teach your students curricular content, as well as 
important social studies skills. However, each lesson plan or activity can also be used independently to fit into 
your classroom's particular needs. 

 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Lesson 1: 
Introduction to 
Topic & Artifacts 

Lesson 2: 
Missionaries in 
the Northwest 

Lesson 3: 
Oregon Trail, 
Motivations 

Lesson 4: 
Oregon Trail, 
Moving 
Civilization West 

Lesson 5: 
Life on the Trail 

Homework: 
Write a definition 
for Manifest 
Destiny. 
Due on Day 3. 

Homework: 
Produce two 
creative 
interpretations of 
the Whitman 
party’s arrival. 

Homework: 
A) Write several 
journal entries 
from various 
points of view 
quoted in the 
Push/Pull 
Timeline. B) Draw 
a map of selected 
group’s journey. 

 Homework: 
Create a game, 
toy or musical 
instrument made 
only from items at 
home. 

Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 
  

Lesson 6: 
Daily Life of Early 
Settlers 

Lesson 7: 
Building Seattle 
Optional: this 
lesson can be 
extended across 
multiple days 

Lesson 8: 
Early Encounters 

  

 Homework: 
Design an 
advertisement to 
attract potential 
settlers. Optional: 
Neighborhood 
research project 
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This is a list of the materials you will find in this Portable Museum Trunk. Many additional digital resources are 
available on the included flash drive. 

 
Artifacts 

A1. Blue Willow China Plate A13. Quill Pen 
A2. Buffalo Chip A14. Quilt 
A3. Butter Mold A15. Reader 
A4. Clay Marbles A16. Seed Spreader Disk 
A5. Cornhusk Doll A17. Seeds 
A6. English Bible A18. Slate 
A7. Hair Jewelry A19. Slate Pencils 
A8. Ink Bottle A20. Soap 
A9. Masher A21. Tinware 
A10. Modern Marbles A22. Wagon Wheel Tool 
A11. Mouth Harp A23. Washboard 
A12. Natural Wool A24. Wool Carder 

 

 
Display Images 

I1. American Progress I5. Protestant Ladder 
I2. Covered Wagon Interior I6. Puget Sound Beach Scene 
I3. Crossing the Plains I7. Seattle Street Scene 
I4. Green Lake Cabin I8. Whitman Mission 

Maps 
M1. 

 
1850 Map of United States 

 
M4. 

 
Cowlitz Trail Map 

M2. 
M3. 

1870 Map of the United States 
A New Map of Texas, Oregon, and 
California, 1846 

M5. 
 

M6. 

Line of Original Emigration to the Pacific 
Northwest 
Oregon Trail 1848 

 
Other 
1. Teachers Manual 
2. Artifact ID Photos (x24) 
3. Flash Drive (with digital teaching materials) 

 


