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THE CENTURY 21 EXPOSITION, TEACHER RESOURCES

Timeline of Events Related to the Century 21 Exposition*

1909 
·  June 1st, Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition (AYP) opens on UW’s campus. 

1956 
·  November 6th, Seattle voters approve 7.5 mill bond issue funding the acquisition of 28 acres. 

1957 
·  Ewen C. Dingwall hired as Century 21 project director. 
·  September, report to Governor and legislature suggests the creation of a “festival of the west” to be held in 1960 and 1961. 
·  October 4th, the Soviet Union successfully launches Sputnik I satellite. 
·  November 3rd, the Soviet Union successfully launches Sputnik II satellite carrying a dog named Laika. 
·  December 6th, United States Vanguard TV-3 satellite explodes on launch pad. 

1958 
·  January 31st, the United States successfully launches Explorer I satellite. 
·  July, Congress passes the National Aeronautics and Space Act leading to the creation of NASA on October 1st. 
·  July 22nd, name Century 21 is approved by the World’s Fair Corporation. 
·  August 13th, MOHAI’s designer Paul Thiry approved as primary architect for Century 21. 
·  November 10th, President Eisenhower presses a red button beginning an electronic countdown to the start of the Fair. 
·  November 12th, demolition begins on 200+ houses, duplexes, multiplexes, and commercial structures located on the Fair site. 

1959 
·  June 23rd, three cars (including a levicar) reenact the AYP’s Atlantic to Pacific transcontinental auto race . 
·  September 15th, Federal government appropriates nine million dollars for the construction of the U.S Science Pavilion (later supplemented with an additional $900,000). 
·  September 29th, Seattle voters decide to remodel the Civic Auditorium and turn it into an opera house. 

1960 
·  May 5th, the Bureau of International Expositions gives Century 21 official status. 

1961 
·  April 12th, Soviet Union cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin becomes the first human in outer space and is the first person to ever orbit the earth. 
·  April 21st, Approximately 100,000 letters written by Seattle school children encouraging friends and family to visit the Fair were picked up by the post office at exposition headquarters. 
·  NASA agrees to be a major (2nd largest) exhibitor at Century 21. 
·  November 29th, NASA launches chimpanzee Enos into space. 

1962 
·  February 20th, John Glenn is the first American to orbit the earth. 
·  April 21st, Century 21 opens. Plane performing in opening ceremonies crashes killing two Mountlake Terrace residents. 
·  May 24th, crowds gather in the NASA Pavilion where six television screens display network broadcasts of astronaut Scott Carpenters triple-orbit flight. 
·  July 10th, communication satellite Telstar 1 is launched. 
·  July 23rd, Telstar one allows for the exchange of 20 minutes of airtime between America and Europe. 90 seconds of fair footage are shown. 
·  September 5th, Elvis Presley arrives in Seattle for ten days of filming. 
·  October 3rd, Astronaut Wally Schirra orbited the earth six times. 
·  October 11th, Columbus day storm closes space needle. 
·  October 21st, Final day of the Fair. 

*Most timeline entries are adapted from The Future Remembered: The 1962 World’s Fair and its Legacy. Written by Paula Becker, Alan J. Stein, & The HistoryLink staff. Published in 2011 by the Seattle Center Foundation & HistoryLink.
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