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THE CENTURY 21 EXPOSITION, TEACHER RESOURCES

The Century 21 Exposition Slideshow Script
The Century 21 Exposition Slideshow and Script will give your students a tour of Seattle’s 1962 World’s Fair. We encourage you to modify this content to meet the needs of your audience, and use these images as a base to inspire questions and deeper discussion. In its current form, the slideshow can be condensed by focusing on bold lettering only, or expanded by incorporating other resources on our site.* 

1. Crowds Waiting to Enter the Fair: In April of 1962, Seattle took its place on the world stage as host of the Century 21 Exposition. During the next 6 months, over 10 million people would visit the Fair. Century 21 earned nearly 1 million dollars in profit, and left behind a visible legacy, now central to the city’s identity. Look closely at these historic images to see what it would have been like to actually visit a World’s Fair.
2. Artist’s Rendering of the Fair: Though today, the 1962 Fair is often referred to as The Seattle World’s Fair, it wasn’t actually Seattle’s only major fair! Century 21 was originally conceived as a bi-centennial “Festival of the West” commemorating Seattle’s first World’s Fair… 
3. Ariel View of the AYP: The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition, or AYP- shown here from a hot air balloon! Century 21 was initially conceived as a bi-centennial celebration of the AYP, but it took an extra three years to create. When did the AYP exposition take place? (1962 – 53 = 1909).

4. UW Campus Map: Located on the shores of Union and Portage bays, the AYP drew 3,700,000 visitors and is largely responsible for the layout of the current University of Washington campus. Can you see the similarities between the picture we just saw and this map of UW today? Has anyone ever been to the UW campus before?

5. 1962 Technology: During the 53 years following the AYP, Seattle and the world experienced many changes. Can anyone think of some major changes that occurred between 1909 and 1962 in terms of events, transportation, fashion, technology, food, etc?

6. Seattle Times Article: The global event that had the greatest influence on the 62’ Fair was the Soviet launch of Sputnik: the first satellite to orbit the earth. How do you think Americans reacted to the news of this event? (Disappointment, fear, etc. Resulted in the creation of NASA). In what way might this event have impacted the theme of the Fair? (The space race became a national priority). How might it have impacted funding for the Fair? (The government was willing to spend money on projects to boost American confidence).

7. General Admission Ticket: Read out loud what you see printed on this ticket- What does “ticket to tomorrow” mean? Can you spot the official logo of the Fair on this ticket? Why do you think the Fair was named “Century 21”? (It was focused on innovation and the future). 

8. Opening Ceremony, Memorial Stadium: The Fair officially began when President John F. Kennedy pressed down on the same gold telegraph key that had kicked off the AYP Exposition. This time though, instead of sending a simple electric signal, the key began a complex chain reaction. The impulse signaled a computer connected to radio telescope in Maine, which picked up a 10,000 year old transmission from Cassiopeia!
 This impulse then triggered the clanging of bells and the release of 2,000 balloons at Memorial Stadium on the Seattle Fairgrounds. Do you think this was a good way to start the Fair? Why did they open the Fair this way? How would you have done it differently?
9. 25,000 Pound Cake, Food Circus: Though opening day turnout was disappointing, the opening ceremonies were still viewed by millions. How might this have been different from previous World’s Fairs? (During New York’s 1939/40 fair, less then 1% of U.S. households had a television. By the opening day of Century 21, 90% had one
)! Through their television sets, viewers watched opening day events ranging from the cutting of Paul Bunyan’s
 25,000 pound birthday cake…

10. Water Skiers, Memorial Stadium: to performances by military jets, water skiers, and motorcycles on high wires! What other impacts do you think television had on the Fair? (The Fair was advertised across the world, there are many videos of the Fair that we can watch today).
11. Coliseum construction site, 1961: This picture shows one of the last major structures to be completed before the start of the Fair. Can you tell which building this is? (The Coliseum, now Key Arena). What do you notice about the cityscape in the background? (Fewer tall buildings. Smith Tower shown on the left was the city’s tallest building until the Space Needle was built). 
12. Bubbelator, World of Century 21: During the Fair, the Coliseum was home to futuristic exhibits by Pan American World Airways, General Motors, the American Library Association, the French Government, RCA, and the Washington State Tourist Center. The main exhibit, “The World of Tomorrow,” presented a light, audio, and sound experience called “The Threshold and the Threat.” Surrounded by 3,200 suspended aluminum cubes, visitors rode in a large bubble-like elevator, and were faced with the challenges and possibilities of the future. What kinds of images and sounds do you think visitors saw during this presentation?
13. Journey to Outer Space, World of Commerce and Industry: More visions of the future could be seen in the Ford Motor Company’s Geodisk Dome; Part of the Fair’s World of Commerce and Industry. Inside the dome, visitors took a 15-minute “Journey to Outer Space” in a 100-passenger spacecraft simulator.

14. Pavilion of Electric Power, World of Commerce and Industry: Another popular area of the World of Commerce and Industry was the Pavilion of Electric Power. Here, Electric Utilities of Washington created a 40-foot model dam, showing how waterpower improves our quality of life. Other exhibit elements included an animated display of the water cycle, hydroelectric trivia, a large map showing where power is captured and distributed, models of atomic and solar energy generating plants, and a demonstration showing the differences between a waterwheel and a modern hydroelectric generator. What does hydroelectric mean?

15. Fine Arts Pavilion, World of Art: The Fine Arts pavilion (now the Exhibition Hall), was home to The World of Art. Here artistic creations from around the world introduced the masses to contemporary artists and historic masterpieces. Have you ever been to an art exhibit before? Why do you think art was part of the Century 21 Exhibition? How do we celebrate art in Seattle today?
16. Opera House & Ticket, World of Entertainment: The World of Entertainment brought in talented people from all over the world to compete in sporting events, give presentations, and perform in ballets, plays, symphonies, operas, circus acts, and more. To house the Fair’s packed schedule of programs, Seattle remodeled the city’s arena and stadium and built a new 3,100 seat Opera House and an 800 seat Playhouse. Shown here is the interior of the Opera House (now Marion Oliver McCaw Hall- Home to the Seattle Opera and Pacific Northwest Ballet), and a ticket to a presentation held there during the Fair. What event was this ticket for? Has anyone ever been to a performance or presentation in Seattle before? 
17. Union 76 Skyride, Gayway: Located near the Space Needle, the Gayway featured 20 amusement park rides including this 1,400-foot skyride which suspended visitors 60 feet above the ground. Has anyone ever been on this ride before? Is it still at the Seattle Center? (It is now a permanent part of the Puyallup Fairgrounds).
18. International Fountain, Plaza of the States, & Boulevards of the World: The International Fountain was the product of an international design competition won by two Tokyo Architects. Surrounding it were the Boulevards of the World; an international marketplace where visitors could purchase a wide variety of exotic goods. The nearby, Plaza of the States served as a welcoming ground for visiting Governors. All 50 states were assigned a day to celebrate their state pride through flag ceremonies and performances in the World of Entertainment. 
19. Centuria Dining Area:  Throughout the Fairgrounds, a wide variety of foods were available in all price ranges. Visitors could sit down for dinner atop the Space Needle, grab a (newly introduced) Belgian waffle at a snack stand or try hot food and drinks from an “automat” where coin operated vending machines like these served salmon in wine sauce, burgers, steak, and other popular foods. The automat shown here was designed specifically for Fair employees. 

20. The Space Needle: Century 21 designers and architects went beyond simply encouraging visitors to think about the future. By creating buildings with future use in mind, Seattle was one of the first cities to use fair structures to create a permanent civic and cultural center. Shown here is the Space Needle, on August 31st, after only five months of construction. The 606 ft structure was completed on December 8th 1961 and continues to serve as a key icon of our city today. Raise your hand if you have been to the Space Needle before. Can you imagine Seattle without it? What icons do other cities have that are like the Space Needle?
21. The Monorail: Seattle’s Fair was unique in that Fair visitors were able to experience “the world of tomorrow” even before entering the Fair Grounds. After stepping on inclined moving sidewalks called “speed ramps,” visitors boarded the high-speed Monorail capable of whisking them the 1.2 miles from Westlake Center to the Fair in 95 seconds. 

22. NASA Exhibit, U.S Science Pavilion: Another very popular part of the Fair was the U.S Science Pavilion. This 9.5 million dollar exhibition area contained a planetarium, laboratories for kids, models, pictures, displays, and a large arched fountain courtyard. How many of you have been to an exhibit at the Pacific Science Center?
23. Transfer to the City: President Kennedy had been scheduled to officially transfer the Pavilion to the City of Seattle on the final day of the Fair (October 21st). However, both Kennedy and vice president Lyndon Johnson declined to appear, claiming that they both had caught very bad colds. Does anyone know the real reason the President didn’t come? (The next day Kennedy addressed the nation, announcing that Soviet Missile bases were discovered in Cuba!). 
24. Closing Ceremony, Memorial Stadium: The closing ceremonies for the Fair drew large crowds. The program included marching bands from every high school in the city, dignitaries from every city, state, and nation that participated, and numerous elaborate firework shows. Near midnight, the final closing announcement was made, and the last of the Fairground lights went out. 
25. Bumbershoot: Though the Fair itself was over, fair planners made sure its legacy lived on. Some smaller buildings went to organizations across the state, while larger structures formed today’s Seattle Center. Who has been to the Seattle Center before? Why is it important to create public places like these? Do the people in this picture look like they are at Century 21? What has happened at Seattle Center since ‘62? (Folk Life, Supersonics, ballet, symphony, New Years at the Needle, etc.). What festival do you think is shown here? (Bumbershoot).
26. Expo ‘74: After the 60’s, the United States began to lose interest in World’s Fairs, and eventually withdrew from the Bureau of International Expositions (the organization that regulates and manages World’s Fairs). Only three fairs have been held in the United States since 1970, though one was actually held in our state! Expo ’74 was an environment-focused Fair that resulted in the creation of Riverfront Park, shown here. Does anyone know where this is? (Spokane, Washington)

27. Shanghai’s World Expo: Today, large-scale fairs still occur in countries around the world. The most recent one was held in Shanghai China in 2010. The most expensive fair to date, 250 countries participated, drawing over 73 million people! As the U.S.’s manned space program winds down, China’s is growing rapidly. How will this impact the U.S.? Why do you think the United States is less interested in World’s Fairs today? Do we still hold any similar events? (Olympics). If Seattle did hold a World’s Fair today, what do you think it would look like?

* Slides 4, 6, 26, & 27 contain images from outside MOHAI’s collections; please take extra care to reference the citation attached to each of these images. All other slideshow images should be credited to MOHAI. Images have been digitally altered to create this slideshow. For high-resolution originals, please contact MOHAI’s Library Services department by phone at 206-324-1126 or by email at library@seattlehistory.org.

� Cassiopeia A is one of five major stars within the Cassiopeia constellation. It is the strongest radio source outside our solar system. 


� Genova, T.  (2001, April 9). Television Facts and Statistics - 1939 to 2000. Accessed on 7/10/11 at http://www.tvhistory.tv/facts-stats.html.


� Paul Bunyan is a giant mythological lumberjack.
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