
 

 

Dear  Edgar :  
 

As  I  te legraphed you to -  
day I  am burned comple te ly ou t 
of f ice  and  room.   About 1  o ’c lock  
yes terday af te rnoon the  f ire -be l l  rang 
and af ter  awh ile  I  thought I  would  
walk  up  the  s tree t and see  if  the  
f ire  would amount to  anyth ing.  
I t  was then  under  fu l l  headway 
in  the  b lock  above my room.   I  
wen t up  in  the  room and took  
my pos i t ion  in  the  window at f i rs t 
mere ly  to  v iew the  f i re ,  and then  
to  be  in  a p lace  where  I  cou ld pack  
up  and get ou t i f  the  bu ild ing  
shou ld burn.   I t  d id  go  and 
we go t everyth ing ou t.   Lou ie  Bran-  
des p i tched in  and d id us  great 
serv ice  toge ther  wi th  o ther  f r iends.  
Before  we  had every th ing ou t  the  
room was on  f ire .   We carr ied  
the  th ings  down to  the  s tree t and 
pu t them in to  a wagon and 
hauled them up  the  h i l l  and to  
the  windward ou t of  the  reach  of  
the  f ire .   When we gathered them 
up  th is  morn ing we  were  ou t on ly 
my fo ld ing chair ,  a  p ic ture  

 



 

 

of  Dave’s  s is ter  and  a cen ter  tab le  cover  
in  wh ich  were  ro l led  a number  of  
ar t ic les  though what these were  we 
do no t now know.   These th ings 
were  carr ied  of f  by someone e lse  
by mis take and are  some where  
in  safe ty  now though we do no t 
know where  they are  and wi l l  prob -  
ab ly never  f ind  them.  
 

D iagonal ly  across  the  s tree t 
f rom the  br ick  [s tructure ]  in  wh ich we had 
our  quar ters  was a  magn if icen t 
br ick  bu i ld ing occup ied by Toklas  
S ingerman and Co. ,  f our  s tor ies  
h igh  and wel l  bu i l t .   I t  was backed 
by a so l id  row of  br icks  two b locks 
in  leng th  in  the  ex ter ior  end of  
wh ich  was our  of f ice .   I  was sure  
the  br ick  row would wi ths tand the  
f ire  and we would  escape.   Bu t by 
the  t ime we had conveyed al l  our  
room furn i ture  to  a p lace  of  safe ty  
the  Tok las ,  S ingerman Bu ild ing was a 
mass o f  f lames.   The wind b lew s trongly 
f rom the  nor th  and l i f ted the  f lames 
three  f our ths  of  the  way across  the  s tree t.  
The windows of  th is  b lock  gave way 
before  the  f ire  and the  whole  bu i ld ing 

 



 

 

seemed to  f lash in to  f lame.   I t  is  repor ted 
that two men who were  on  the  roof  
were  surrounded by the  f lames al l  
means of  ex i t  cu t of f  and they per -  
ished.   The remainder  of  the  double  
b lock  was  sure  to  go  and I  has-  
tened to  the  of f ice  to  help  the  boys 
ou t there .   I  f ound them wel l  ad -  
vanced towards an evacuat ion  of  
the  of f ice .   One hal f  our  books  were  
al ready downs ta irs  and the  desks 
were  torn  apar t in   read iness for  re -  
moval .   We qu ick ly go t every th ing ou t 
excep t ing the  carpe t on the  inner  
room,  some s igns,  broom and a f ew 
o ther  ar t ic les .   A  par t of  these we loaded on a 
wagon and go t safe ly  ou t o f  reach of  
the  f ire .   Some of f ice  chairs ,  a tab le ,  
the  of f ice  carpe t and our  
bookcase were  le f t .   We carr ied away 
on  our  shou lders  al l  excep t the  
tab le  and the  bookcase,  wh ich were  
burned.   The bookcase we paid  $25 
for  and had put i t  in  p lace  on ly 
two days beforehand.  
 

Af ter  we go t in to  safe ty every th ing 
we cou ld ,  I  took  a walk  around the  f ire  
as  a res t.   Th is  was about 5 :30 ,  and 

 



 

 

I  was almos t t i red  ou t.   The f i re  
then  had swep t over  about ten  b locks,  
the  water  had almost comple te ly g iven  
ou t and the  wind was sweep ing head-  
long forward over  the  f lats ,  com-  
posed almos t en t ire ly  of  one and two-  
S tory wooden bu ild ings.   I t  was 
an awfu l  s igh t.   The  f lames i t  
seemed were  r is ing h igher  and h igher  
and the  f ron t o f  the  f ire  was length -  
en ing every minu te  as  the  burn t space 
opens ou t f rom the  in i t ia l  po in t l ike  
a tr iangle  f rom one of  i ts  angles .  
 

Af ter  the  main  bus iness por t ion  of  
the  town had been burned the  wind changed 
to  the  north -eas t and the  f ire  crossed 
to  spread to  the  east bu t be tween 
Four th  S tree t and the  water  f ron t in  
South Seat t l e  there  is  no t a bu ild ing s tand-  
ing .   The “P . I . ” ,  issued a smal l  shee t 
th is  morn ing and s ta ted that 80 acres  
of  bus iness proper ty has been des troyed 
and 40 acres  more  of  wharfage and 
smal l  es tab l ishments  in  add it ion  
you  can imag ine the  loss.   There  
is  no t a dry goods s tore  le f t in  
the  c i ty ,  nor  a grocery s tore  o f  any 
s ize ,  on ly one bank and that one re -  

 



 

 

cently  organ ized,  three  res tauran ts  
and on ly two bu ild ing used by profess-  
ional  men,   the  Co lon ial  b locks in  
wh ich  I  am wr i t ing  and the  Bos ton 
Block  across  the  s tree t f rom th is  
in  wh ich  is  the  pos t of f ice  and the  
land-of f ice .   The cour t house and 
the  aud i to rs  of f ice  were  saved.   Newl in ,  
F in ton and Strat ton  saved near ly  al l  
the ir  books .   Bu t many a man in  th is  
c i ty  las t af ternoon saw al l  o f  many 
Years ’  sav ing go  up  in  a few minutes ’  
f lames.  
 

One of  the  great prob lems here  is  to  
s leep and eat.   Many peop le  were  f orced 
to  s leep ou t in  the  open air  las t n igh t.  
For tunate ly  I  was wel l  p rov ided for  
in  bo th  respec ts .   Dan took me wi th  
h im to  Mrs .  Chamber la in ’s  former ly  of  
Salem,  and we go t our  supper  there  
and breakfas t and d inner  today 
and s lep t there  las t  n igh t.   Today 
we go t a room in  the  un ivers i ty  
dormitory  wh ich Prof  Gatch  said  we 
may occupy unt i l  the  open ing o f  the  school  
nex t f al l .   We moved in  today 
and wil l  remain there  for  some 
t ime at leas t.  

 



 

 

 
We have some of  our  o f f ice  

furn i ture  in  a real  es tate  of f ice  on 
th is  s tree t  and wil l  probab ly make 
i t  our  quar ters  for  some t ime.  
I  do  no t have the  leas t idea where  
we wi l l - f inal ly  pu t our  of f ice .  
 

Th is  is  the  mos t awful  th ing I  ever  
saw.   I  canno t wr i te  any more  and 
ge t th is  in fo  in to  the  mail .   I f  you  can 
spare  me a l i t t l e  money,  p lease send i t  
to  me.   A  Por tland draf t wil l  be  the  bes t 
way.  
 
Af fec t ionate ly,  
Henry F .  McClure  

 


