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THE GREAT SEATTLE FIRE, TEACHER RESOURCES

Vocabulary List

Bucket Brigade: A line of people passing buckets of water from a holding area to a fire. This system was commonly used to fight fires before modern fire hydrants and fire trucks.

Department: A division of a large organization such as a government, university, business, or shop, dealing with a specific subject, or area of activity.

Hydrant: An outlet from a main water line with one or more nozzles (a.k.a. spouts, or spigots).

Inadequate: Not enough or insufficient.

Infrastructure: The basic physical and organizational structures and facilities (e.g., buildings, roads, water, sewage, and power supplies) needed for a society to function smoothly. See also; Municipal Services.

Looter: One who steals during a general disturbance such as a riot or natural disaster.

Martial law: Temporary rule by military authorities, imposed upon a population when civil authority has ceased to function.

Militia: A military force composed of ordinary citizens who provide defense and emergency law enforcement services, in times of emergency.

Municipal services: Basic services (water, transportation, schools, police, food inspection, etc.) that residents of a municipality (a city or town that has local government) receive in exchange for the taxes that they pay.

Prevent: To keep something from happening.

Relief: Assistance, especially in the form of food, clothing, or money, given to those facing a special need or difficulty.

Residential: Describes an area primarily used for housing.

Telegram: A message sent by telegraph and then delivered in written or printed form.

Telegraph: A system for transmitting messages from a distance along a wire, by making and breaking an electrical connection.

Uniform: Special clothing worn by members of a specific group, such as a sports team or fire department.

Volunteer: A person who offers to do something without being paid or asked. (All but seven of
Seattle’s firefighters in 1889 were volunteers!).
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Wharf: A landing place or pier where ships can tie up to be loaded or unloaded.
860 Terry Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98109  |  PO Box 80816, Seattle, WA 98108  |  206 324 1126  |  mohai.org

image1.jpg
MUSEUM OF HISTORY & INDUSTRY




