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THE GREAT SEATTLE FIRE, TEACHER RESOURCES

Seattle Fire Department Timeline: 1870- 1890

1870
· Seattle’s first fire department, The Hook and Ladder Company, is formed. Equipment is hand carried to fire sites.
· Seattle City council passes a law requiring that each homeowner have ready a 40 gallon barrel filled with water on their property, in case of a fire.

1876
· T.P Freeman’s store burns down inspiring the creation of a permanent fire protection group- Seattle Engine Company Number One. The company purchases a hand pump from California and relies on Port Gamble for hoses and a hose cart.
· July 6, the new fire department elects officers and adopts a constitution.

1879
· February, the city acquires a Gould Steam Fire Engine costing $3,500.
· July 26th, the suction lining of the steam engine pulls loose during a fire at the American House Hotel. The fire spreads to Yesler’s Mill and numerous other structures doing about $100,000 in damage.
· August, William A. Perry is hired and paid to maintain the steamer.

1882
· July, City Council authorizes Mayor John Collins to buy Washington Number Two, a small Gould steam fire engine costing $3,250.
· The Gould engine breaks away from firemen, rolls down a hill, and falls into the bay.

1883
· Two brick engine houses are completed.
· May 13th, a fire causes a fatality on the steamer Mississippi.

1884
· February 25th, members of Washington Engine Company Number Two adopt a uniform, a constitution & elects officers.
· April 11th, the City of Seattle passes an ordinance taking control of the volunteer department.

1885
· March 19th, two residents of a lodging house die in a fire.
· Hose Company Number One Organizes.
· April, Stetson and Post Mills catch fire.

1886
· Seattle’s first fire alarm telegraph is installed.
· During the Anti- Chinese riots, Yesler’s mill burns down a second time.

1887
· February, Deluge Hose Company Number Seven organizes.
· Fire department faces public criticism when the city’s large Central School burns to the ground due to low water pressure on the hill.
· Fall, Seattle purchases a large Preston aerial truck for $2,765.

1888
· March, a mill at Port Blakely burns down
· April 10th, the Central School (a.k.a. the Sixth Street School) burns down.
· Josiah Collins is appointed fire chief and new rules and regulations are developed for the department. The city council approves $25,000 for improvements such as fire alarm systems, a new hose and carriages, paid drivers for the steam pumpers, and new hydrants.
· May, the home of Mayor Edward Reynold’s catches fire, prompting the publication of several letters critical of the fire department and a response from Chief Collins in the Seattle PI.

1889
· Around 2:30 P.M. on June 6th, fire breaks out near Front Street and Madison in the Clairmont and Co. cabinetmakers shop and quickly spreads out of control.
· 8:00 P.M. on June 6th, Mayor Robert Moran issues a proclamation closing saloons and notifying citizens that an 8:00 P.M. curfew is in effect. He then temporarily deputizes 200 men from the First Regiment of the Washington National Guard to protect the city against looters. They maintained this duty for two weeks.
· June 7th, a train arrives from Tacoma filled with provisions and volunteers. A large tent is erected to serve food and provide beds for hundreds of homeless.
· June 7th, Ladies of the Relief Corps begin food service in the armory. Mary Moran (the Mayor’s wife) chairs a meeting of citizens to discuss how to rebuild and improve the city.
· June 7th, Justice of the Peace John F. Miller and Claudius M. Rivers presiding hear more than 50 looting related cases.
· June 11th, the militia returns control of the city to civil authorities, however; the burned district is overrun by thousands relic hunters within four hours, forcing the militia to resume management of the area.
· June 12th, a general relief committee is established and soon opens a labor bureau to organize workers to help clean up the city.
· June 15th, 32 militiamen from Vancouver’s Company H arrive to relieve exhausted members of local companies. Proceeds from a Seattle/Tacoma baseball game are donated to fire victims.
· June 19th, control of the burned area is returned to police authorities. Curfew is lifted and the ban on the sale of alcohol is removed.
· June 20th, Tacoma relief tent and emergency committee cease food services due to the numerous private restaurants back in operation.
· June 21st, the regulation requiring official passes to enter burned areas is removed.
· June 27th, the 80’ x 120’ wall of the burned San Francisco Store tumbles crushing one man.
· July 10th, Chief Collins resigns.
· October 17th, Seattle officially creates a professional fire department.
· The city purchases a Gamewell fire alarm telegraph, two Ahrens steamers, a double- gallon champion chemical engine, a fireboat, and more horses.
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1890
· Business districts burn in Dayton, Pullman, and Walla Walla.	
· Fireboat Snoqualmie is built.
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