
Title Screen: Photo of MOHAI’s Seattle Fire Mural (Howard Giske, 

MP1593.545.1)

The Great Seattle Fire of 1889



Birds Eye View of Seattle: 1889 Map of Seattle Waterfront, downtown, 
and residential areas produced by Llewellyn, Dodge & Co. 
Mining & Real Estate Brokers and Auctioneers. Map shows 

downtown area with line indicating the area destroyed by the 
great Seattle Fire. Maps border depicts drawings of major city 

buildings/businesses. (MOHAI, LS 1659)



Seattle Businesses: 1883 Photo taken from the intersection of 
Commercial Street (First Avenue South) and Main Street looking 
north to Mill Street (Yesler Way). Stores of the business district 

are visible as is the Territorial University in the Background. 
(MOHAI, SHS 470)



Fir Water Main with Wooden Spigot: Materials and technology used to 
tap into water resources in 1880’s Seattle. (MOHAI, SHS 8826)



Deluge Hose Company No. 7: One of Seattle’s fire departments in 

1889. (MOHAI, LS 1207)



Hand Powered Pumper: Seattle’s first fire engine. Arrived in the city in 

1876. (MOHAI, LS 1596)



Steam Powered Truck: Steam powered, horse drawn engine in front of 
engine house on Columbia street. Date unknown. (MOHAI, LS 

3046)



Communication Technologies: Top- Macaroni type “C” wireless 

telegraph key circa 1915. Image from MOHAI’s iO database 

(artifact #1974.5928). Bottom- Bronze speaking trumpet used by 
the Seattle Fire Department. Viewable in MOHAI’s Seattle Fire 

exhibit. 



City of Wood: (MOHAI, SHS 1376)

/imlsmoha3328100700432.0312viewer100%20water010



Resin and Glue Pot: The gluepot shown in this picture is on display at 
MOHAI. It is believed to have started the great Seattle fire 

(MOHAI iO Database image aL14.1987.1GluePot_v3).



View of Fire From 1st and Union: Image of the fire 15 minutes after it 
began. (MOHAI, 6395) 



Fire Spreading: Kenyon Block, First & Madison ½ hr after the alarm
(MOHAI, 9587)



Possessions Stacked on SL&E Depot. (MOHAI, SHS 708)



Burned Docks. (MOHAI, LS 1164)



Mayor’s Proclamation: From Seattle Morning Journal, June 7th 1889. 
(MOHAI, LS 171)



Seattle, The Day of The Great Fire: Map by G.E Brundy with labels of 
major downtown buildings and streets. Star indicates where fire 
started and broken line shows area that burned. (MOHAI, 772N)



Safeguarding the City: Private guard with safe. (MOHAI, SHS 511)



Tacoma Relief Tent: (MOHAI, LS 168)



Wall of San Francisco Store (MOHAI, SHS 1305)



Seattle PI Temporary Location: (MOHAI, LS 159) 



Tent City (MOHAI, LS 167)



Pioneer Square, 1890: (MOHAI, SHS 801)



Raised Streets: (MOHAI, 1983.10.8149)



Seattle Today: (Howard Giske, Mp040201_09)




