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MUSEUM OF HISTORY & INDUSTRY 

From humble beginnings in 1911, MOHAI has grown into the largest private heritage 

organization in the State of Washington with a collection of over four million objects, 

documents, and photographs from the Puget Sound region’s past. A portion of this 

collection (roughly 2% at any given time) is on display in the museum's galleries at the 

historic Naval Reserve Armory in Lake Union Park. MOHAI uses these artifacts along with 

cutting edge, hands-on interactive experiences to make history come alive through the 

unforgettable stories of the men and women who built Seattle from wilderness to world 

city. In addition to museum exhibits, MOHAI hosts a variety of award-winning youth and 

adult public programs and consistently collaborates with community partners on local 

events and activities.  MOHAI is accredited by The Alliance of American Museums and is 

a Smithsonian Affiliate. 
 

HOURS 
10 am–5 pm Daily 

10 am–8 pm First Thursday of the month free 
 

Summer Extended Hours 
Thursdays, July and August, 10 am–8 pm 
 

Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
 

ADMISSION   
Adult        $19.95 
Senior (62 and older)     $15.95 

Students and military     $13.95 
Youth (14 and under with chaperone)   FREE with chaperone 
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EXHIBITION CALENDAR 
2017-2018 
 
The following information is subject to change. Prior to publication, please confirm dates, 

titles, and other information with the Museum of History & Industry’s public relations office.  

 
CURRENT EXHIBITION: 

 

 
 

Edible City: A Delicious Journey 
November 19, 2016 – September 10, 2017 

 
Experience Seattle’s culinary history from raw ingredients to polished plates. Edible City: 

A Delicious Journey serves up the story of how we eat in the city and how our urban 
palate developed over the years. Discover the secret history of food and devour the 
stories that helped Seattle grow into one of America’s best places to eat. Curated by two-

time James Beard Award winning food writer Rebekah Denn, Edible City uncovers the secret 
history of Seattle’s favorite foods. Examine the origins of the Rainier cherry, view the recipe 
that inspired the phenomenal Cinnabon, see treasures from the long history of Pike Place 

Market, get acquainted with the man behind the city’s first sushi bar, and debate Seattle’s 
signature dishes. Displays include items close to the city’s heart and histories, from Seattle’s 
first espresso cart to the tools of the former Sagamiya bakery.  

 
Shaped by the Pacific Northwest passion for food and culture, Seattle has become one of the 
country’s top places to eat and innovate. And, while it took more than a century to establish a 

definable Seattle cuisine, its raw ingredients were here all along.  
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UPCOMING EXHIBITION: 

 

 
 

Seattle on the Spot: The Photographs of Al Smith 
November 18, 2017-June 17, 2018 
 

Al Smith’s photography chronicled his life as an active, vital member of Seattle’s African 
American community. With great warmth and intimacy he created thousands of 

remarkable photographs of life in the neighborhood where he was born and where he 
raised his family—the Central District. Smith’s brilliantly expressive documentary 
photography continued until his passing in 2008. His family since donated his lifework to 

MOHAI. This rare and historically significant collection features an archive of 40,000 
irreplaceable prints and negatives depicting African American life in Seattle, taken 

between 1940 and 2005. 
 
As a teenager, Smith went to sea as a steward with the American President's Line, sailing 

to Hawaii, Japan, China, and the Philippines. During his last trip to Asia in 937, Smith 
bought a German-made Ikoflex camera and made up for lost time. He began to take his 

hobby seriously, although he modestly claimed in a 1992 interview that he was "doing 
nothing special, just shooting pictures…”  
 

ONGOING EXHIBITIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bezos Center for Innovation 

Generously supported by Jeff and MacKenzie Bezos, this is the place to discover the past 
and future of creativity and invention in our region. What does innovation look like? Who 
innovates, where does it happen, and how do great ideas evolve? To find out more, tackle 

a challenge in the Idea Lab, discover a Seattle-made invention in the Patent Tree, and 
check out cutting-edge concepts in What's Next. Through lectures, special programs and 

changing displays, Seattle innovators share their latest projects and invite visitors to take 
a look at the future as it unfolds.  
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Maritime Seattle 

Continuing MOHAI’s 50+ year partnership with the Puget Sound Maritime Historical 
Society (PSMHS), Maritime Seattle celebrates Seattle's long relationship with water, and 
illustrates how maritime and industrial activities have ultimately shaped what the city has 

become. 
 

Hosted in the historic bridge room, the gallery features stunning views of Lake Union and 
its bustling world of boats, planes, paddlers, and wildlife. These modern activities are 

juxtaposed alongside some of MOHAI and PSMHS’s most engaging artifacts such as a 
working WWII-era TANG periscope with 360 degree views of the city, and a 1885 Fresnel 
Lens from the Smith Island Lighthouse. Make sure to test out the real, working ship's 

wheel, as well. 
 

 

 

True Northwest: The Seattle Journey 
By sharing stories from our past, MOHAI helps make sense of the present, and ultimately 
inspires decisions that help lead to a better future. True Northwest: The Seattle 

Journey explores some of the trials and tribulations of Seattle on its long and bumpy 
journey from wilderness to world city. 

 
Visitors stroll through 25 different "snapshots" of the city through the years, each with a 
unique display of artifacts, images, and multimedia. Interspersed throughout the exhibit 

are one-of-a-kind interactive experiences, such as the Great Fire Theater and the Canwell 
Trials re-enactment that allow visitors to immerse themselves in the lives and stories of 

our past.  The Joshua Green Foundation Theater helps contextualize the exhibit through a 
seven minute multimedia presentation about Seattle's cultural place in the region, the 
country, and the world. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

MOHAI membership guarantees free, unlimited admission to the museum for one year, as 
well as valuable discounts on events, workshops, and purchases at the gift shop and café. 
Membership rates are as follows:   

 
Individual  $60 

Dual   $85 
Family  $105 
Family Plus  $150 

 
PERMANENT EXHIBITS 

 
True Northwest: The Seattle Journey 
MOHAI’s core exhibit aims to illuminate how history has shaped the unique culture of the 

Pacific Northwest by tracing Seattle’s journey from wilderness to world city. On the second 
floor, visitors meander through a set of intimate spaces that provide a series of snapshots 

into Seattle’s past. Alongside the artifacts and historic photos, the exhibit uses interactive 
media that allows visitors to dig deeper into the unique stories and issues. 

 
Maritime Seattle 
Continuing MOHAI’s 50+ year partnership with the Puget Sound Maritime Historical 

Society (PSMHS), this exhibit in the McCurdy Family Maritime Gallery explores our 
region’s connection to water, beginning right at Lake Union. The exhibit uses images, 

models and artifacts to juxtapose historic activities with the modern ones visible on Lake 
Union through the gallery’s north-facing windows. 
 

Bezos Center for Innovation 
Explore how innovation shaped our region and changed the world. Through interactive 

exhibits, community and educational programs, and first-person insights from leading 
innovators, discover Seattle's role as a nexus of big ideas and new directions - and ignite 
the innovator within! Generously supported by Jeff and MacKenzie Bezos, this is the place 

to discover the past and future of creativity and invention in our region. 
 

HISTORY OF MOHAI 
 
1911: Pioneers Morgan and Emily Carkeek host the first annual “Founder’s Day” costume 

ball as a way of celebrating the early history of Seattle. 
 

1914: The “Founder’s Day” celebrations lead to the formation of the Seattle Historical 
Society. Their first official artifact is a copy of Arthur Denny’s 1888 memoir, Pioneer Days. 
 

1945: After donating an original B-1 Mail Plane, Boeing gives the Society $50,000 towards 
an “Aviation Wing” to house the gift. This sparks a serious push for creating a permanent 

location for the Society’s artifacts.  
 
1949: Following several years of sluggish donations, the “Spirit of Seattle Committee,” 

chaired by Rainier Beer owner Emil Sick, accomplishes one of the most impressive 
fundraising campaigns in the city, raising $130,000 in less than a year. 

 

1952: The museum, designed by renowned “modern” architect Paul Thiry, opens its doors 
in Montlake on the centennial of the first land claims in downtown Seattle.  
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1959: Through the advocacy efforts of Horace W. McCurdy, the museum partners with the 

Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society to dedicate a new Maritime wing with the record-
setting hydroplane Slo-Mo-Shun IV as a centerpiece. 
 

1971: The museum continues to expand with new artifacts, including the WWII-era TANG 

periscope and the famous stuffed gorilla Bobo, and new spaces, such as the McCurdy 
Gallery and the McEachern Auditorium. 

 
1983: MOHAI starts requiring admission fees after acquiring the extensive Webster and 
Stevens photo collection and hosting the blockbuster exhibition: Puppets, America’s First 

Major Retrospective. 
 

2001: New executive director Leonard Garfield develops the museum’s community 

partnerships and hosts the ambitious Metropolis 150 exhibit as a survey of Seattle on its 
sesquicentennial. 
 

2009: Amidst the imminent closure of the Montlake building due to SR-520 expansion, 
MOHAI and the City of Seattle come to an agreement that paves the way for MOHAI’s 
move to the historic Naval Reserve Building at Lake Union Park. 

 
2012: After teaming up with the Seattle Center for a highly successful commemoration of 

Seattle’s 1962 World’s Fair, MOHAI officially opens its doors at the fully restored Naval 
Reserve Building at Lake Union Park, beginning a new chapter in MOHAI history. 
 

2013: MOHAI’s Bezos Center for Innovation opened to the public in October, 2013. 

Generously supported by Jeff Bezos, founder and CEO of Seattle-based Amazon.com, the 
Bezos Center explores Seattle’s role as a place where innovation and entrepreneurship 

flourish.   
 

ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

 
MOHAI Café  

Whether visiting the museum or strolling around Lake Union Park, MOHAI Café is a great 

place to stop in for a bite alongside the beautiful backdrop of the Virginia V, historic 

Northwest Seaport, and all of the activity around Lake Union. On warm days, relax on the 

Boeing Community Terrace and soak in all that Lake Union Park has to offer. 
 

Focusing on local ingredients and a memorable experience, MOHAI Café offers a selection 
of sandwiches, salads, soups, and desserts. Espresso drinks, local wines, and beers round 

out the menu, making this the perfect choice for a quick refresher or a more leisurely 
meal. MOHAI Café is catered by Chef Eric Bauer’s eat.drink, which captures the best of 
the flavors around Seattle. 

 
MOHAI Store 

Located inside the Faye G. Allen Grand Atrium, the MOHAI store has a wide variety of 
products, including collectibles, toys, jewelry, home décor, cards, journals, art, and 
accessories. The retail store also features fiction and nonfiction titles about the history and 

culture of the Puget Sound region.  Many products are locally sourced from producers, 
manufacturers, and suppliers throughout the Pacific Northwest. Additionally, store staff 

work closely with local artists to find unique pieces that complement the themes of 
MOHAI’s permanent and temporary exhibits.  
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