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Cracking the History Code:
Settling around the Sound Pre-Visit Materials

These materials are designed for use in your classroom in conjunction with your Cracking the History Code:
Settling around the Sound program. During your field trip, students will be analyzing primary source materials to
learn more about what life was like in in Puget Sound region in the late 1700’s through the mid to late 1800’s.
The activities and vocabulary listed here are designed to acquaint students with the artifact analysis process that
they will be using at the museum, and to reinforce the five themes that will be covered during your visit: the
Coast Salish, Explorers, Traders, Settlers on the Oregon Trail, and Settlers in Seattle.

Vocabulary

Analysis: The close and careful examination of something using one or more of the five senses in order to draw
conclusions about the significance of observed details.

Anthropologist: Someone who studies the origin, the behavior, and the physical, social, and cultural traits of
humans.

Archaeologist: A type of anthropologist who studies past humans by looking at material culture they have left
behind.

Artifact: Something made or used by people.

Cedar: An evergreen, coniferous tree that is native to the Pacific Northwest. Cedar is of great importance to
Coast Salish people. Cedar is valuable both for carving and weaving purposes. Cedar wood, roots, bark, and
withes are used to create everything from canoes to babies’ diapers.

Chief Seattle (Sina’x A child of Suguamish and Duwamish parents, sinaE{Renamed “Chief Seattle”, by settlers)
is the namesake of the city of Seattle, and was known as a great warrior, friend of the settlers, and a skilled
speechmaker. sifj@aBwas believed to have been born around 1780 and died June 7, 1866.

Chronological: Presented or arranged in the order in which events occur or occurred.

Coast Salish: An overall term for Native American peoples inhabiting the Pacific coast from the Strait of Georgia
to northwest Oregon, whose original languages belong to the Salish language family.

Donation Land Claims Act: Forerunner of the Homestead Act, The Donation Land Act offered 320 acres at no
charge to any white, adult, male U.S. Citizen (640 acres to married couples) who agreed to occupy a claim in the
Oregon Country for at least five years. The act was in large part responsible for the initial settlement of the
Pacific Northwest via the Oregon Trail.

Explorer: Someone who travels to distant or unfamiliar places to find out more about them.

George Vancouver: Officer in the British Royal Navy who explored the Northwest Coast during a 1791-1795
expedition.

Lewis & Clark: Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were explorers sent by President Thomas Jefferson to map
and study the Northwestern United States.

Local: Relating to a specific city, neighborhood, or area.

Material Culture: Body of objects that were/are produced or used by a certain culture.
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Museum: A building or institution where objects of artistic, historical, or scientific importance and value are kept,
studied, and put on display.

Native American: Also known as Indians and First Peoples, Native Americans are decedents of people who
started living in North America many hundreds of years ago, long before the arrival of European Explorers.

Navigation: Strategy to determine one’s position and direction of travel.

Oxen: Beasts of burden in the bovine (cow) family.

Salmon: The common name for several species of fish that are typically born in fresh water, migrate to the
ocean, then return to fresh water to lay eggs. Salmon are of great significance to Coast Salish people as a food
and energy source, a trade item, and as a mythological creature who is honored and celebrated.

Settler: A new resident of a place, also known as pioneers.

Trade: Transfer of goods (things) or services from one person to another in exchange for some other goods or
services.

Trading Fort: A place where the trading of goods and information took place (also called trading booth or post).
Trapper/Fur Trader: Furs of northwest mammals like otter and beaver were very valuable in China and Europe

in the 1700’s and 1800’s. Men who came to the northwest to hunt and trade the fur of local animals often
adopted the lifeways of local native peoples, and many married into native families.
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Standards Alignments

Lesson Description:
In this analysis game, students will look for clues among artifacts, photographs, and documents, then share their
findings to reveal what life was like in the Puget Sound throughout the mid 1800’s.

Grade Level:
3-5 (aligned to 4™)

Potential Common Core Standard Alignment:
Speaking and Listening:

- SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 4 topics
and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

- SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

- SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.

Reading Informational:

- RL4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

- RL4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened & why, based on specific information in the text.

- RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

Potential EALR/GLE Alignment:
See GLE matrix for specific grade level expectations for each component.
Communication:
- 1.1. Uses listening and observation skills and strategies to focus attention and interpret information.
- 1.2. Understands, analyzes, synthesizes, or evaluates information from a variety of sources.
- 2.2. Uses interpersonal skills and strategies in a multicultural context to work collaboratively, solve
problems, and perform tasks.
- 3.1. Uses knowledge of topic/theme, audience, and purpose to plan presentations.
- 3.2. Uses media and other resources to support presentations.
Social Studies:
- 3.1 Understands the physical characteristics, cultural characteristics, and location of places, regions,
and spatial patterns on the Earth's surface.
- 3.2 Understands human interaction with the environment.
- 4.1 Understands historical chronology.
- 4.3 Understands that there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of historical events.
- 5.2 Uses inquiry-based research.
- 5.4 Creates a product that uses social studies content to support a thesis and presents the product in an
appropriate manner to a meaningful audience.
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Potential 215t Century Skills Alignment:

- 1.A.1 Use a wide range of idea creation techniques.

- 1.A.2 Creates new and worthwhile ideas using both incremental and radical concepts.

- 1.B.1 Develop, implement, and communicate new ideas to others effectively.

- 2.C.1 Effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims, and beliefs.

- 2.C.4 Effectively interpret information and draw conclusions based on the best analysis.

- 2.D.2 Effectively identify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and lead to
better solutions.

- 38.A.1 Articulate thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written, and nonverbal communication skills in
a variety of forms and contexts.

- 3.A.3 Use communication for a range of purposes.

- 3.B.1 Demonstrate ability to work effectively and respectfully with diverse teams.

- 4.B.2 Manage the flow of information from a wide variety of sources.

- 7.A.2 Adapt to varied roles, job responsibilities, schedules, and contexts.

- 9.A.2 Know when it is appropriate to listen and when to speak.

- 10.B.1.f Collaborate and cooperate effectively within teams.

- 11.A.1 Uses interpersonal and problem solving skills to influence and guide others toward a goal.
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Pre-Visit Activities: Learning to Look at Objects

We can learn a lot about people by looking closely at their stuff! Once students are familiar with the terms
museum, anthropologist, material culture, artifact, and analysis, choose one (or more) of the following activities to
demonstrate the analysis process. You may want to have students pretend that they are anthropologists from
another planet or from the future studying Puget Sound culture in the year 2016.

Activity 1: Collect four or five Coca-Cola containers in various styles. Break students into small groups and hand
out the Object Analysis Worksheet and a drink container to each group. Give students 20 minutes to fill out their
worksheets. Have each group present their findings to the class. Between presentations, prompt students to
compare their object to ones described by other groups. Ask what differences and similarities they notice (mouth
of can, design, lettering, stamps, shape, materials, etc.) and discuss what these objects tell us about our culture.
Show online images of how the Coca-Cola bottle and advertising has changed over time and have students
create their own advertisement for an item today and in the past. NOTE: Though Coca-Cola works well for this
activity because of its popularity and well documented history, this activity can be carried out with any item.

Activity 2: Collect four or five McDonalds French fry boxes. Break students into small groups and hand out the
boxes and the “Fifty Ways to Look at a McDonalds French Fry Box” questions. Give groups 15 minutes to
answer as many questions as possible. Have groups share some of their answers with the rest of the class and
discuss what other questions students can think of and how similar questions could be applied to other objects.

Activity 3: Have students bring in an item from home. Hand out the “Reading an Artifact” worksheet and have
students get out their objects. Break students into teams of two. Give students fifteen minutes to fill out their
worksheets without asking their partner any questions about the object. After ten minutes have passed, let
teams go over their objects together to see what they came up with. Discuss what information students were
able to figure out by looking at the objects, and why museums would prefer to collect artifacts that include
information from the people who made or used them.

Activity 4: Choose an object and place it behind a box at the front of your classroom. Have one student come
up and look at the item. Give the student 30 seconds to describe the item out loud while you and the rest of the
class try to draw it. Have students show their drawings. Have another student come up and continue the
process until you/your students have a complete sketch. Reveal the object and compare it to your student
drawings, then discuss:
o What description techniques (comparing it to other items, giving specific
measurements, colors, shapes, etc.) worked best?

o0 Is looking closely only useful for archaeologists? When else might the ability to look
closely be helpful?

o When else might we need to be able to describe things in an accurate/detailed way?

Activity 5: Once you have completed one of the activities listed above, have students look at other objects in
your classroom (student clothing, food, tools, photos, the building, etc.) to create a more complete
understanding of Puget Sound Culture in the year 2016. Have groups select 3-5 objects that they feel best
exemplify Puget Sound Culture in the year 2016, and then ask them to create a mini exhibit to share with the
class. Explain that students will be using these same skills at the museum to find out what life was like in in
Puget Sound region in the late 1700’s through the mid to late 1800’s, using objects made and used by people in
our region during that time period.
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Post-Visit Activity Ideas:
Bring the visit back with you into the classroom!

Best of MOHAI - While at the museum, have students choose a favorite artifact and record notes and
observations about it. Back at school, draw or create a model of this artifact and make a class display or
special guide to MOHAI.

Seattle Timeline — Brainstorm significant moments from Seattle’s history that you saw mentioned in the
exhibits at MOHAI or have discussed in class. Have students draw representations of these events and
place them together in a giant timeline.

Settling the Sound - Many different communities have chosen to live and work in the Seattle region.
Some reasons include climate, food sources, safety, good land, proximity to friends and family, and

business oiﬁortunities. Use time in the museum as research to identifi Whi each of the foIIowincI; irouEs



